
James [Jim] Donnar President Rotary Club of Altona  
 
Born Melbourne 1941, Jim started in the building industry 1956. He married "Jan" in 1963,and their 
son Brett was born in 1965, and their first daughter was born in 1967. Their youngest daughter 
Joanne was born in 1969 
 
In 1967, Jim joined the Apex Club of Altona,which was our introduction into the service club 
'experience'. After holding many portfolios in the Apex Club, he was voted into office as the President 
of the Apex Club of Altona for 1977-1978. He was then elected to the position of District Governor of 
District 10 in the Association of Apex Clubs for1979-1980. He was appointed Life Member of 'Apex 
Clubs in 1982. 
 
Jim and Jan started a Building Contracting Business in 1974. In 1984, Jim joined the Rotary Club of 
Altona. His early involvement in Rotary, was in Youth Committee and Rotaract activities. 
He held the role of Bulletin Editor for two years, and then became Club Service Director. In 1995-1996 
Jim became President of the Rotary Club of Altona, so this is his second time in the role. After a stint 
as Foundation Director, he was made a Paul Harris Fellow in 1997. In 2007 Jim was awarded a Paul 
Harris Fellow [Sapphire] 
 
In 2003 Jan and Jim traveled to Germany to attend the wedding of Viktoria Thal an exchange student 
who had stayed with them in 1991. After the wedding they toured Austria & Switzerland. 
They visited New Zealand in 2004, and Canada and Alaska in 2005.Later in 2005 Jim got involved in 
stage management activities for the Commonwealth Games opening ceremony. in 2006 he continued 
with this, and worked on the closing ceremony. 
 
In 2008 Jim became a volunteer at the National Sports Museum at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Over many years the family have been involved in Calisthenics - daughters competed in this arena. 
Jan designed and made their costumes, and this has continued on as they now have three 
grandaughters competing, and Jan is once making costumes for them. 
 
Jim enjoys building the props they use and is also involved working backstage during competitions. 
He is a golfing enthusiastic and plays regularly (sometimes three games a week). He also enjoys 
cycling and walking. 
 
On the 19 June, Jim was inducted as President of The Rotary Club of Altona for the year 2009-2010. 
With his background and experience, Jim's leadership qualities will prove to be a big advantage in the 
club this year. 


